440    To the Hon. Henry Seymour Gonway   [i?8i

Mother has wandered into the hands of booksellers, and has
been advertised with my name without my knowledge.
Like a legislator I have held out both rewards and punish-
ments to prevent its appearance, but at last have been
forced to advertise it myself; but unless the spurious
edition appears, I shall keep it back till everybody is gone
out of town, and then it will be forgotten by the winter.
I intend, too, to abuse it myself in a short advertisement
prefixed. It is hard that when one submits to be super-
annuated, it is not permitted. At first I had a mind to add
your magic alterations, which in the compass of ten lines
makes it excusable; but then I thought it would look like
wishing to have it brought on the stage as it might be. If
I do publish it, I shall like with your leave to print your
alterations hereafter, for I think them, as I said, performed
by a coup de baguette, and that nothing is a greater proof of
your superiority. Pray send me another copy, for in
moving from Arlington Street to Berkeley Square I mislaid
them, and cannot find them directly, though I saw them
but last year, and have treasured them up so safely, as I did
Gray's Candidate, that I don't know where they are,

2173.   To THE HOK. HENBY SEYMOTO CONWAY,

Strawberry Hill, Sunday evening, May 6, 1781.
I SUPPED with your Countess on Friday at Lord Frederick
Campbell's, where I heard of the relief of Gibraltar by
Darby. The Spanish fleet kept close in Cadiz: however, he
lifted up his leg, and just squirted contempt on them. As
he is disembarrassed of his transports, I suppose their ships
will scramble on shore rather than fight. Well, I shall be
perfectly content with our fleet coming back in a whole
skin; it will be enough to have outquixoted Don Quixote's
own nation. As I knew your Countess would write the son of fourth Bwke of Devonshire j d. 1781,become us, at past threescore each, to be saying
